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Pride and
PreJewdice
 

Back on Track Again!

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF
THIS
NEWSLETTER

1. Introduction
2. LGBTQ+ themed articles

Hello again! We are back with another
wonderful edition of Pride and Prejewdice! We
hope your winter break was well spent, and
that you are adjusting to back-to-school mode.
We are happy to announce that we started new
columns dedicated to hearing all of your
opinions! Take a look, and as usual, enjoy!
 

M. Lattin (she/her) and Mic Braun (they/she)

JQYU's Jewish Queer College Newsletter
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Family Day theme announced
By James Lopez

 CONTEST! In 300+ words, let us know what you think!

Edition V, Forum I, Contest I 

Q: What are your thoughts on gender roles in
Judaism? Has your LGBTQ+ identity influenced the

way you practice Jewish traditions that are
considered gendered?

Have forum ideas for our newsletter? Want to enter the contest
above to win a $50 Amazon giftcard? 
Scan the QR code or follow the link below to submit your
thoughts! 
Answers will be published in the following edition.
https://qrgo.page.link/sUh8s

Daf Yomi thoughts: With the recent Siyum Hashas,
there has been a huge resurgence of interest in starting

the 7.5 year cycle of Daf Yomi.  Some of the most
popular resources that have popped up are Facebook

groups including, "Be Gay, do Daf Yomi." What are your
thoughts on this movement to reclaim these Torah

spaces that have traditionally left Queer people out?

Shay (they/them)

Open Forum: let us hear your thoughts!

The open forum offers a chance for participation in the Pride and Prejewdice
newsletter by submitting opinions on short questions that will be decided upon

by the facilitator. Answers can be of any length but should be of substance.
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College Tips Kevin Lubin (he/him)

 

Hello beautiful people, and welcome back to JQYU’s very own “College Tips,” winter edition! If you’re
reading this, odds are that you reached the end of the Fall semester and you’re now on break, or you
have just started Spring semester. Congratulations! Making it through is a huge achievement and you
deserve to feel accomplished after these last few months. Today on “College Tips” we’re going to talk
about reflecting on the past semester and where to proceed from there.
 
 Firstly, be proud of yourself! College is NOT easy by any stretch of the imagination and it’s incredible
that you’ve made it as far as you have. You should take the semester break to decompress and reflect
on your accomplishments—think about all the essays you’ve written, the tests you did well on, all that
sort of stuff! And then, let all that go. De-stress in any way you can and try not to think about school as
much as possible. Hopefully, in this way you will be all refreshed and ready for the coming semester
when it rolls around.
 
.De-stressing should be a winter goal for any college student, even one who is taking classes during
intersession. Just because you are still enrolled in classes doesn’t mean you shouldn’t take more time for
yourself! Enjoy the winter—drink hot cocoa, sit by the fire, spend time with family, and be happy!
Normally, intersession classes are not full-time (or at least not as time consuming as the Fall and Spring
semesters). Use this to your advantage as much as you can!
 
 After finals, don’t forget to find a way to keep busy during your break. Whether you have a job or not, it’s
very good to keep busy after you’ve gotten used to waking up at a certain time every day and having to
be in class and be productive almost constantly. Taking a break and de-stressing is absolutely crucial,
but at the same time, it’s not good to fall into a rut and be entirely unproductive just because you no
longer have papers to write or classes to attend. If you get used to doing nothing, the coming semester
is going to be more difficult than it has to be. Make sure you have something to do day by day, like
hanging with friends or taking up a hobby. Maybe this is your chance to finally get your knitting skills up
to par, who knows?
 
Whatever you decided to do over break, keep in mind how much you’ve accomplished over the past
few months and try to relax before Spring semester hits. Use this opportunity to be social, get some non-
school work done, or just generally enjoy yourself and the winter!
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Miracle of Blue Brittle
S.T. (he/him)

This is my winter.
 In cold, we covet intimacy in search of warmth. There is a hidden blessing unbeknownst,

 carried on the chill.
We live as clockwork, an unknown servitude to the revolving motions we call routine. 

What is it then, that stalls the clock? 
To break the shackles of normality, free our souls from the oppressive mundane? 

I find a truth hidden in flurries. A frozen key.
The winter freeze encases a runaway life.

 It is our nature to shy from what makes us uncomfortable.
 When the plummeting temperatures embrace, the mind yearns for the roar of the flame. 

A palace of heat rises as a wishful dream amidst free-falling crystalline,
 from fanciful fantasy quickly evolving to singular obsession.

 With this directive we hurry, rushed steps fueled by icy inhale
 as we attempt an escape from screeching darkness.

 Speed quickens our instinctive approach, eyes blinded to barren beauty in sovereign
silence.

 A raucous cacophony resounds along our shivering bodies,
 the sensation driving our minds to simplistic desire. 

The encompassing impetus to be rid of the unrelenting freeze. 
Lost in a battle against the elements within and without, 

we hardly realize to what and when we have arrived. 
Our home, our hearth. 

The bastion in which we reunite.
There waiting or waiting for; our family, a matter of inheritance or consequence of

idealism. 
We approach these others, laugh and recount. 

Bear open hearts and minds.
In dusk, we share gifts of comfort,

of practical convenience or whimsical expression,
of food fried and beverage steaming,

of merely the benefits one's company can offer.
The spirit of the season compels solidarity against a common enemy,
the daggers of frost that encroach ceaselessly in an unending night.

We ward off the dark with our candles, our faith strengthened by united purpose.
Under orange glow, the reflecting rays are defined by rich sepia tones,

descending a heady film unto the perspective of the observer.
A sound, a feeling, a unity,

this is a celebration of our freedom.
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Miracle of Blue Brittle (cont.)
S.T. (he/him)

An opportunity born once more from lack of desperation.
We release expectation, only to find we possess more now

than we once had when the matter is done.
Life is redefined in the here and now, a desire to live bright and live loud in

rebellious retaliation against forces conspiring.
This is the power to halt time itself, the burning moments of memory

branded to the deepest reaches of our core.
This is the blessing, the possession of a season necessary for the process to begin anew.

From the death of moments past,
seasons past,

times past,
the wick finds fuel to combust anew in glory and possibility.

The striking, blinding flash igniting this coil
forever impresses the moment of transition upon the canvas of our internal history.

So, existence is forged forward.
A matter made possible only by the resilient,

the determined,
the ones desperate to live,

the ones that have each other.
Those caught within the clutches of inevitability stave off the long dark

 bearing strength from hope instilled, and hope transferred.
 A conference of connectivity, a momentary mentality achieved. 

The sanguine state resting upon a life's dream with eyes wide-open, shared in tandem.
 Not without end, yet ultimately timeless.

 This is our winter.
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LGBTerminology
MR Farina (they/he/she)

CISGENDER:

AFAB/AMAB:

TRANSMASCULINE: 

BIGENDER:

AGENDER:

GENDER NONCONFORMING (GNC): 

NON-BINARY (ENBY/NB):

GENDERFLUID: 

ANDROGYNY/ANDROGYNOUS:

Gender exists in more than a binary. The different identities can get people confused sometimes, so it
is important to discern the differences between these specific terms. I personally understand these
terms in the following way:
 

This term is used to identify anyone who is not transgender, or anyone who identifies with the gender
they were assigned at birth. It is referred to as cis, for short.
 

Assigned Female/Male At Birth. This term is usually used by people who are on the trans spectrum,
and do not identify with the gender they were born as.
 

Generally used by an AFAB person who identifies with a more masculine or male part of themselves
on the gender spectrum. It does not entail a specific gender all the time, or any amount of medical
transitioning, but is more a trajectory of a person’s gender. Remember that Transfeminine was brought
up in last edition?
 

This is a term for people who identify with two genders, or experience two gender identities.
 

This is a term that people use when they do not feel aligned with the gender binary. They identify with
neither gender, or no gender at all.
 

This term is used for a person who does not abide by common gender norms, or easily fit into a
gender.
 

 People use this term when they feel like they identify at some point on the spectrum between male
and female.
 

This term is used when a person can be a mix of genders, or fluctuate between genders at a given
time.
 

When the expression of a person’s gender is not traditionally masculine or feminine, or a person’s
gender is not easily discernible by the way they present themselves.
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Before spring begins, we celebrate the holiday of Tu B’Shvat, the New Year of the Tree.
This new year is important in Halacha, signifying the beginning and end of many
agricultural obligations. It separates the fruit of one year from the fruit of the year

before. However, Tu B’Shvat also has spiritual messages to teach us. 
 

The Pri Tzaddik quotes the Mishna in Rosh Hashanah which discusses the date of the
‘New Year of the Tree’. He points out that ‘the Tree’ is singular, and therefore can be
understood as a reference to the Torah, the עץ חיים. Tu B’Shvat is a time where the

world is a blank slate. The ground is full of seeds about to burst forth and grow; it’s full
of potential. Spiritually, we, too are supposed to take this time to find ourselves. We

often enclose ourselves and trap ourselves into a seed. We don’t push our boundaries
and we keep our true selves hidden away. The downside of this hiding is that it

prevents us from learning all the Torah and knowledge the world has to offer. Tu
B’Shvat is a reminder that we are full of promise and possibility and that we can learn

and achieve brilliant things. If we open ourselves up and learn the possibilities the
world has to offer, we can grow and blossom into our best selves. 

 
In addition, as suggested by Rav Uri from Strelisk, during the growing process we have

to view ourselves as trees. Looking at a tree, one will never see growth or change.
Growth is a slow process, one will not see change from hour to hour. If you keep staring

at a tree in the hopes of seeing growth, one will become frustrated. Likewise, people
develop and grow very slowly. If we try to make changes and strive forward in life, we

won’t always see progress at first. The slow rate of change can be very intimidating and
frustrating. Tu B’Shvat is a reminder that good things come with time. Just like a tree,

whose true growth can only be seen in retrospect, we can’t see our own progress until
we look back. It is only upon reflection that we can see how much we have grown

New Year of the Tree
Shayna Verker (she/her)
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JQY (Jewish Queer Youth) supports and empowers LGBTQ children, teens and
young adults in the Jewish community, with a special focus on those from
Orthodox, Chassidic, and Sephardi/Mizrachi homes. JQY promotes the mental
health, emotional well-being and physical safety of these individuals by providing
national crisis, communal, and advocacy resources, as well as in-person support
programming in New York.
 
JQYU (JQY University) is a cross-campus network for LGBTQ Jewish college
students. JQYU serves as an umbrella community for queer Jewish campus
organizations as well as queer Jewish individual students.

WWW.JQYOUTH.ORG • INFO@JQYOUTH.ORG

CALL OUR JQY WARMLINE AT 551-JQY-HOPE (579-4673)

Have submission ideas for our newsletter?
Looking for Jewish LGBTQ+ resources on your campus?
Know of an upcoming Jewish Queer event for us to publish?
Contact us at prideandprejewdice@jqyouth.org
Subscribe to this newsletter at jqyouth.org/jqyu


