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J U L Y  2 0 1 9

V O L .  1  ( 2 )

Pride and
PreJewdice
 

Calling All Hopefuls

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF
THIS
NEWSLETTER

1. Introduction
2. LGBTQ+ themed articles

Hello all! We are back with the second edition
of Pride and Prejewdice, and just getting
started! We are so thankful to all our
contributing writers and everyone who
helped make this edition possible. We would
also love if this publication grew beyond the
scope of our imagination (and trust us, it goes
WI-HLD), so be sure to spread the word! New
writers and article topics are always welcome. 
 
Looking forward to next edition!
 
M. Lattin (she/her) and Mic Braun (they/them)

JQYU's Jewish Queer College Newsletter
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Family Day theme announced
By James Lopez

Using the System
Parshat Pinchas

This week’s Parsha, Pinchas, includes the story of the Bnot Tzelafchad, five sisters
whose father had passed away and who had no brothers in the family. The laws of

inheritance, as understood by the Jews in the desert, involved property passing directly
to sons, not to daughters or next of kin. The daughters of Tzelafchad asking for their

father’s land seemingly went against Jewish values. It pushed toward a greater level of
female recognition, and the idea that women could own property. However, their

request was not just acknowledged and taken seriously, but granted. They were given
their father’s land, their own place in the Jewish people. 

 
I strongly believe that everyone has a place within the Jewish people, but it’s not always
the simplest place or a place without barriers. Often, it seems to me that the barriers that

stand in one's way of striving upward in Judaism are not the world around them, but
selective stringencies or vague understandings of Torah. In order to keep climbing, we

have to ask the hard questions and challenge assumptions while still keeping to the
boundaries of Torah and Halacha. The Bnot Tzelafchad might have been going against
the norms, but they did so by going through the norms too—by asking Moshe to speak

to HaShem on their behalf—not by rebelling. So too, as we queer Jews push boundaries
and try to fight for rights and recognition, both in Judaism and in the secular world, I

believe that the message is that it is important to use the system, not just fight it.
Although there is both a time and place for fighting the system, in order to avoid putting
people on offense and to garner greater cooperation, it is often better to work from the

inside out. 
 

I think that the greatest lesson we can learn from the Bnot Tzelafchad is that when you
stand up for your pro-Jewish beliefs, HaShem allows you to achieve your goals. The
Bnot Tzelafchad wanted property in order to serve HaShem in the Land of Israel, and
therefore their wish was fulfilled. If we push forward with the right intentions, HaShem

will help us achieve our goals too.

Shayna Verker (she/her)
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LGBTerminology Y. Pollack (he/him)
Hey, everyone. We already know of homosexuals and cishets, but not everyone is so
“picky” as to be attracted to just one gender. That being said, here’s a handy-dandy list
of people who don’t neatly fall on one side of the fence. All these terms can be used as
an adjective or a noun:
 

1. Pansexual: Using the prefix “pan,” meaning “all”, this term refers to someone
capable of attraction to anyone regardless of gender identity.

People may describe pansexuality as gender-blind because it generally doesn’t
take a person’s gender identity into account.

 
2. Omnisexual: This term refers to someone capable of attraction toward people of
any gender identity. It’s generally considered similar to pansexuality, the main
difference being that for omnisexuals, gender can still be a factor for attraction.

 
3. Bisexual: Specifically refers to the person who wrote this, but more broadly
speaking, anyone who is attracted to both men and women. Bisexuals may be more
attracted to one gender than the other, but having a preference doesn’t make
someone any less bi. Alt: An increasingly common alternative definition of bisexual
describes a person’s attraction to people of their same gender identity, and of other
gender identities, bringing bisexuality more in line with pansexuality than with
attraction to “only men and women”. 

 
4. Polysexual: Attraction to multiple, but not necessarily all, gender identities. For
example: someone who is attracted to men and nonbinary people would be
described as poly.

Please remember that polysexual is NOT the same thing as polyamorous.
Polyamorous refers to having relationships with multiple romantic partners.
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Interview with
Chaim Levin.

Q: Can you please tell our
readers a little about
yourself and the work you
do?
A: I grew up in the Chabad
community in Crown Heights,
Brooklyn. I am currently a
full-time student and work
part-time in the legal field. I
try to help people who need
it most, which includes
helping those who are
struggling with mental health,
homelessness, getting an
education and, of course,
supporting people who are
LGBTQ from Orthodox
backgrounds. I run an
informal group for LGBTQ
Chabad people, which exists
as a space for people to
meet others who share their
background, given the
uniqueness of growing up
within the confines of the
Chabad world. 
 
Q: Can you tell us a bit about
some of the challenges you
faced when you were
coming out and how you
overcame them? When 

recounting difficult
moments we sometimes
forget the little good that
was there—can you share
a happy moment from
your coming out
experience? 
A: After attending
conversion therapy for
almost two years, I finally
mustered up the courage
to attend a JQY Purim
event in 2009. Despite
being very nervous and
self-conscious, the minute
I walked into that room, I
knew that my life had
changed forever. While
there were lots of ups and
downs, this is one moment
in my life that I can point
to and say “that’s when
everything really
changed.” I finally felt at
peace with what until that
point I had viewed as a
crisis. Just being in the
same room with others
who were just like me
changed everything. In a
way, I look at my life in
two parts, pre-JQY and
post-JQY. 
 
Q: Your lawsuit with
“JONAH” is very well
known. Can we talk about
that for a moment?
Firstly, I want to say that 

Y. Friedman (she/her)

the resilience you display
is an inspiration to many.
Now that the lawsuit has
been won, (Congrats!)
can you talk about the
work that you do or plan
to do in the area of
discrediting conversion
therapy?    
A: Despite some of the
progress that I and others
have made in combating
conversion therapy, this
practice still takes place
frequently and still affects
those within the more
Ultra-Orthodox and
Hasidic communities. After
personally coming to the
realization that not only
did the conversion therapy
not work, but that the
people who were
performing it took
advantage of myself and
others, I felt like I had a
moral obligation to speak
out. It started with a
Youtube video in 2010
with another JQY member
who had undergone
similar experiences. That
ultimately led to the
successful lawsuit that
was filed in 2012, and was
resolved in our favor in
2015 after a jury agreed
JONAH was committing
fraud. Despite the JONAH 
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lawsuit ending, I have been
working on gathering
information about the current
practices of other
organizations who were
affiliated with them and are
still operating. I am also
working with survivors to
make sure their stories end
up in the right place.  
 
Q: While I was preparing for
the interview, I came across
your website, where you
address the abuse that you
suffered in the past, and yet,
you display such resilience
and power by facing those
who wronged you. What's
your secret? Where do you
find the courage for these
fights?
A: I don’t know. What I knew
then is that I had to make a
choice about if and how I  

was going to survive. Once
I made the decision that I
would survive, despite the
odds being stacked
against me, I stayed
focused on the goal and
what needed to be done
to achieve it. Thankfully,
I’m now in a place in my
life where I tend not to
discuss that dark chapter
anymore and finally feel
like I’ve “moved on” from
it. 
 
Q: Let's talk about
something lighter. What
does the future hold for
you—in terms of career,
goals, aspirations? 
A: I hope to continue
working in the legal field,
but I’m open to whatever
comes my way. My
journey has really been  

very unpredictable and I
have found myself
working on things that I
could have never
foreseen. At the moment, I
have just over a year left
before finishing my
Bachelor’s degree; after
that, I’m not sure, but I
have no doubt that
whatever happens, it will
be interesting and
adventurous. 
 
Q: It’s clear that you are
very passionate about
higher education. You
yourself are a student.
What academic-related
advice do you have for
our readers? 
A: I think that there’s this
tendency among society
to tell people with our
educational backgrounds
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The first time I heard of Chaim Levin’s name
was when my roommate raved about how
they wanted to meet the man who had not
only fought JONAH but also created the first
space for LGBTQ people specifically from
the Chabad community. Shortly after, I had
the privilege of meeting Mr. Levin at a
Footsteps event, where we briefly spoke
about his work in combating the terror
dubbed conversation therapy. It's not difficult
to see the passion he has for his work and
the vision he has for the future.
Chaim Levin (he/him) is an activist involved in
combatting sexual abuse, including the
efforts of organizations to introduce
conversion therapy. His website is
www.chaimlevin.com.

(or lack thereof), that we
should “move on”. While
that’s a nice concept and
sounds good, the reality is
that for those of us who were
denied basic education,
“moving on” is a lot easier
said than done. I think that in
order to move on and in
order to get past it, we must
first acknowledge it for what
it is and not gloss over it,
especially because this
educational neglect is still
taking place. It’s okay to be
angry and feel like you were
ripped off; we were. It’s okay
to speak out to your family
and your community about
how this affected you. Don’t
ever let anyone tell you
otherwise. Beyond that, I’d
say that the organization
Footsteps is a wonderful
resource that helps people
with all kinds of things, but I
think one of their strongest
areas is education. You do
not have to be ex-Orthodox
to get their support; they help
anyone who knocks on their
door. They have a vast
amount of resources that can
really help you achieve your
educational goals. Despite
how difficult the thought of
going through college
sounds, don’t give up
because you and your future
are worth it.  
 
 

Q: Finally and most
importantly, do you have
a message for the Queer
Jewish youth population
out there?
A: We have a unique and,
in many cases, a very
unfair road that we have to
travel on. The good news
is that no matter how
difficult it gets, you are not
alone. Twenty years ago,
queer Jewish youth could
not have dreamed that
there would be this
wonderful world of
resources available to us.
Take advantage of it. Don’t
hesitate to reach out. It’s
there specifically for you.
We all need help along
the way and that’s
perfectly okay. One day,
when you don’t need that
help anymore, you can
pay it forward by helping
the next generation. 
 
Thank you for your time,
we really appreciate it!
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LGBTQ+ Hero: 

 

Historical (Possible) LGBT+ Jewish Icon: R" Yehudah HaLevi
Samara Karow (she/her)

Poets, philosophers, Jews, and the LGBT+ community: what do they have in
common? Well, for one thing, they can call to Rav Yehudah HaLevi, a medieval
Spanish poet and philosopher who, according to some, could possibly have been
queer. One of R’ Yehudah HaLevi’s most famous philosophical works was the Kuzari,
which is still widely studied today. In the Kuzari, he posits a plethora of ideas in the
form of discussions, such as that God might not be anthropomorphic in the manner
that other religions suggest. All in all, the Kuzari is regarded as one of the greatest
works of Jewish apologetica of all time. In addition to this work, he wrote many
poems, some of whose themes had overt expressions of affection for another man.
An example of such is the poem “בי הצבי, בי אדני” (transliteration: Bi Hatzvi, Bi Adoni)
which contains the lines, “I would ask for his honeycomb lips, reddening like the
setting sun my eyes transfixed on his form…  How, how, how does this man from
Aram color his lips so ruddy? His song plows through my body, he sings to awaken
my fire. Enough, my love, drink from my mouth. Kiss, kiss, kiss my mouth, Put aside
your black mood, my friend."* 
 

To some, this poem might read as an allegorical love poem to the Divine—we often
use he/him pronouns to relate to G-d, after all—while others see it as an irrevocable
hint of queerness. Many argue that if Shir HaShirim is treated as an allegory of love
towards Hashem, why would it not be the same here? Following this logic, it is hard
to suggest that this poem is explicitly homosexual. True, this poem can be read as
talking about a variety of things that are not necessarily related to homosexuality,
but I am of the belief R’ Yehudah HaLevi was at least attracted to other men. After
all, if the poem was merely allegory, why would he choose the word ‘צבי’
(transliteration: tzvi) instead of any other metaphor, when it literally means “male
gazelle” and is a common male first name?
 

R’ Yehudah HaLevi is an exemplary Jew who should not be defined by his possible
gayness, but rather by his contributions to academia. While the question of how to
interpret these phrases still remains, I think we can all agree that R’ Yehudah Halevi
did one thing exceptionally well: contributing to the field of Jewish philosophy,
regardless of his own relationship to the intersections of identity. In a world where
being a philosopher is pretty much the “other” and being queer is pretty much the
“other,” it’s no surprise that there is much overlap between the two fields, and his
poem can be seen as bringing unity to these many different types of “otherness.”
 
*Sefaria, translation by Rabbi Steven Greenberg 
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Family Day theme announced
By James Lopez

College Tips

Hey everyone, and welcome back to “College Tips”! It’s Kevin again, and here’s where you can learn all
about the best ways to go about your college experience. This week’s topic is about finding a job!
 
One of the main problems college students face is a financial one: how can you make money when
you’re so busy with classes? College itself already costs a fortune, but is there a way to find a job that
easily works with your class schedule? I’m going to offer two possible suggestions. 
 
1) Find a job at your school: This can be anything from working in the Dining Hall, to finding an office job
in your department, to becoming a tour guide. Most colleges will have a large number of jobs available
in any given area; student workers are always leaving and/or graduating, so a constant influx of new
employees is necessary. This is the perfect opportunity for you to find a job that you know will cater to
your class schedule! In my personal experience, the best paying jobs are tutoring. Tutoring centers for
any subject exist in almost every university, and it’s a perfect opportunity if you are up to the task.
Though not the easiest job to hold, it can be the most financially rewarding.
 
2) Finding work outside of your school: This applies mostly to students who commute to class, as it is a
bit more difficult to dorm and work outside, depending on your living situation. But there are still
countless opportunities to get out there and do something to make a little money. There are the more
obvious options of working in retail or in the service industry; both are fine ways to get cash if you have
the ability and availability. However, if at all possible, the greatest thing might be to start looking for
work in the field you’re already studying! There could very well be paid internships you are interested in
and just have to discover, like working in a research lab (if you’re in the sciences), with entrepreneurs (if
you’re into Business), etc. Those in the performing arts field can search for ensembles or troupes in the
area that may be looking for young talent. For all different fields, it may be of great benefit to let your
college professors know that you’re trying to find work. They may be the connection you need to help
you find the perfect fit.
 
Finding a great job, especially during college, is never easy. But with the right resources and a goal-
oriented mind, you can accomplish much more than you think! The key is to never stop looking and to
search for what best matches your skillset. Best of luck out there!

Kevin Lubin (he/him)

 



JQY (Jewish Queer Youth) supports and empowers LGBTQ children, teens and young
adults in the Jewish community, with a special focus on those from Orthodox,
Chassidic, and Sephardi/Mizrachi homes. JQY promotes the mental health, emotional
well-being and physical safety of these individuals by providing national crisis,
communal, and advocacy resources, as well as in-person support programming in
New York.
 
JQYU (JQY University) is a cross-campus network for LGBTQ Jewish college students.
JQYU serves as an umbrella community for queer Jewish campus organizations as
well as queer Jewish individual students.

WWW.JQYOUTH.ORG • INFO@JQYOUTH.ORG

CALL OUR JQY WARMLINE AT 551-JQY-HOPE (579-4673)

Have submission ideas for our newsletter?
Looking for Jewish LGBTQ+ resources on your campus?
Know of an upcoming Jewish Queer event for us to publish?
Contact us at prideandprejewdice@jqyouth.org
Subscribe to this newsletter at jqyouth.org/jqyu
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