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Pride and
PreJewdice

Holiday Reading

 

Hey everyone! As the Jewish holidays roll
around this month, we at JQYU wanted to offer
you something to read and relax with in your
down time! We know many of you are not
going to be in school over the holidays, so we
figured this reading would be much more
enjoyable than a textbook or article for class :)
We hope you enjoy!

M. Lattin (she/her) and Mic Braun (they/them)

JQYU's Jewish Queer College Newsletter
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College Tips

Happy first month of class! You made it! The beginning is usually the hardest part, but you succeeded and
we at JQYU are very proud. Taking days off of class is a strange thing to discuss so early in the semester,
but as many practicing college-age Jews know, in regards to the holidays it’s very prevalent during the
Fall. Even if you don’t plan on taking off for the holidays, knowing how to skip class with grace and
responsibility is an important skill for every college student! Here are my top tips for doing so effectively:

1) Let your professors know! This is especially important in smaller class settings where your absence will
be noticeable. As early as possible, make sure to email your instructors a list of dates that you know you
will be unavailable for the lesson, but be sure to include that you plan on making up any missed work to
the best of your ability. Nine times out of ten your professor will completely understand, and (if you’re
lucky) they may even give you the class material beforehand so you’re able to study without having to
take notes yourself.
2) Additionally, remind your professors prior to the actual day! It’s fantastic if you sent them an email at the
start of the semester, but when it’s actually time to miss a day, it’s good to give a gentle reminder right
before so that they can give you class material and/or let you know what you're going to be missing.
3) Ask your friends for help! If you’ve made friends with your classmates, there’s no shame in asking for
the notes they took on the day you missed. If you’re not friends with your classmates, this is always a nice
way to break the ice! At the beginning of last semester, I asked someone who’s name I didn’t even know if
I could borrow her notes for the day of Rosh Hashanah when I wasn’t going to be in class. Now she’s one
of my closest college friends, so you never know what might happen!
4) Try to stay ahead of the class! Most professors will have a pretty detailed syllabus of what textbook
pages they plan on covering, what readings are due, etc. on those specific days. Use those to your
advantage and try to understand the material for those class days that you’re going to miss, preferably
soon enough that you can ask your professor questions about the material as soon as possible,if you have
any.
5) Lastly, don’t worry about it! Missing class can be pretty stressful, no matter what the reason for doing
so. We’ve all been there at some time or another and it’s not always so easy to stay on top of the game
after the fact, but you’ve got this! Don’t forget about your support system (friends, family, professors,
classmates, etc.)— there are always people to help you stay on track! Good luck out there!

Kevin Lubin (he/him)



The Meaning of Sukkot's Four Species
Shayna Verker (she/her)

Like all Jewish holidays, Sukkot is a celebration full of symbolism. I think one of the most interesting parts
of the holiday is the shaking of a Lulav and Etrog. There are many interpretations of what this stands for,

most discussed in Vaykira Rabbah 30. There it explains the different parts as representing different Jewish
patriarchs: the Etrog, the Eitz Hadar, could stand for Abraham, the Lulav branch could be Isaac, the

Hadassim for Jacob, and the Aravim for Josef. Alternatively suggested here is that they could be
representing the matriarchs instead: Sara, Rivka, Leah, and Rachel, for four parts of the body, or for the
different parts of Sanhedrin and Torah learning. The most commonly cited answer, however, speaks

about the variety of Jews. The Etrog represents people who both learn Torah and do good deeds. The
Lulav branch is those who have Torah but no good deeds. The Hadassim are those who do good, but

have no Torah. The Aravot are those who don’t know Torah and don’t do good. 

What’s fascinating is that Chazal, the Rabbis of the Talmud, are clear each time that “Kach Yisrael”—such
are the Jews—meaning that those in the described categories are unequivocally part of  Bnei Yisrael.

Whatever they are lacking, they all exist and are all part of the Jewish community. Chazal continue on to
ask why they aren’t just removed, and conclude that by grouping them all together, not only will the good

atone for the bad, but they’ll uplift each other further.

This is the strength of unity, of coming together as one whole despite our differences. The Lulav and
Etrog are a true symbol of unity no matter which interpretation, as four diverse species are held and

shaken together in unison. The more I think about it, the more I think that it’s clear that the Lulav and Etrog
are not the only example of unity in Sukkot. We build a sukkah meant to be gathered in, for people to eat
together. We remember the karbanot (sacrifices) brought on Sukkot, not just on our behalf, but on behalf

of the 70 nations. We read Kohelet, a book not of Jewish history, but of philosophy, which includes
sayings such as  “ַנִ֖ים ְוַח֣ם ָלֶה֑ם וְּלֶאָח֖ד ֵא֥יְך יֵָחֽם׃ ב֥וּ ׁשְ ּכְ ;Further, when two lie together they are warm“—”,ּגַ֛ם ִאם־ִיׁשְ
but how can he who is alone get warm?” In many communities, we encourage activities such as a sukkah
hop—people traveling from sukkah to sukkah to visit and say brachot with each other. Sukkot reminds me

of the importance of coming together, of tolerance and acceptance, of epluribas unam. In the LGBTQ
Jewish community, with people of all backgrounds and identities coming together, it is our unity which

will bring us our strength.
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Flower in the Meadow S.T. (he/him) 
Creative Writing

Majestic green sways as far as eyes can see
Ripples of wind guiding her glory

Guarded by sovereign and stalwart tree
Sanguine visage seen to one only

 
Calls and cries of her shining summer

Embrace of the oppressive heat
Saving the soft heart from sad sunder

This glade hides their retreat
 

Their face gilded with a silken grace
Green stem so boldly stated  

Petals furnished by ephemeral lace
Delicate beauty never faded

 
When stormy clouds fade the day

Arms reach heaven-bound
As rain tapers from roiling gray

Life permeates her ground
 

Lonely they stand in their meadow
All but a thought

Possibilities per chance they endow
Roads to be fought

 
Against the world this one stands

Calamities that come
Message ringing across the lands

They shan't be undone
 

The curtain of light replaced by dark
Splendor of night sky

Unseen, they still place their mark
Endlessly both vie

 
For all the hearts that long

It will always rise
For all minds feeling wrong

Unending it tries
 

Trees embrace auburn color's gilt
The cold, creeping cruel

They look beyond the coming wilt
Toward spring's renewal
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Family Day theme announced
By James Lopez

LGBTerminology
Noam (they/them)

*Disclaimer* All of this information is how I personally understand the following terms, everybody has
their own unique and valid definitions.

Hey y’all! It’s Noam again and it’s recap time! In the last edition, I defined sexual orientation and romantic
orientation, and went  over the basic difference between the two. This time, I’ve decided to discuss my
personal LGBTQ+ identities: my gender identity, sexual orientation, and romantic orientation! This article
will, therefore, be significantly personal, but that is why I’m actually looking forward to sharing these
identities more than usual!

DEMIGENDERFLUID TRANSFEMININE— 
Woahhh. Let’s break this one down, shall we? 

DEMIGENDERFLUID:
So, still a bit confusing by itself, granted, but doable. 
Demigenderfluid means that one (or more) part(s) of one’s gender identity fluctuates, i.e. is fluid, while
another part (or more) is constantly present in some way. Okay, first half done. But what about the rest?

TRANSFEMININE: 
Transfeminine is a term used to describe individuals who were assigned male at birth, also known as
AMABs, who identify on the feminine side of the gender spectrum, so to speak. Okay, now let’s put the
two halves together:

DEMIGENDERFLUID TRANSFEMININE:
 I identify as an individual who was assigned male at birth, also known as an AMAB, who identifies on the
feminine side of the gender spectrum, so to speak and part of my gender identity fluctuates, i.e. is fluid,
while another part is constantly present in some way. For me personally, I always feel on the non-binary
spectrum, but the aspect of my identity that is a woman* fluctuates, i.e. is fluid.

Well, that’s all for today—huh? What about my sexual orientation and romantic orientation you ask? Well,
I don’t know that, so how can I be expected to explain it?!

Well, I guess there’s this... 

QUESTIONING:
When one is questioning, they are not sure exactly how they identify. This applies to gender identity as
well as sexual orientation and romantic orientation. THIS IS COMPLETELY VALID. 

Now that that’s all out of the way, I suppose it’s time to wrap things up. Until next time!!
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Q: Could you please introduce
yourself to our readers and
explain the work that you do?
A: My name is Rabbi Mike
Moskowitz, and my pronouns are
he/him. I am the scholar-in-
residence here at CBST
(Congregation Beit Simchat
Torah), the world's largest
synagogue for trans and queer
Jewish studies. I have three Ultra-
Orthodox ordinations, I learned in
some of the world’s largest
yeshivas, and I identify as being
part of the Orthodox world.

Q: The work you do is unique.
How did an Ultra-Orthodox
cisgender, heterosexual rabbi
find himself doing this line of
work?
A: The way I got into this work is
similar to most people who
engage with activism at this level
of commitment, it started in a
very personal way when
someone in my family
transitioned. At the time I was
working as a rabbi at Columbia
University and the Old Broadway
Synagogue and I started doing
work at Keshet. As I started
getting to know more folks in the
LGBTQ community, it became
clear to me that there was no
rabbinic voice to answer the
questions of the trans and queer
community. In a way, it just sort
of happened. I started writing on

the topic. I was surprised that
people were shocked by what I
was writing. I don’t think I added
anything new, I was just taking
these newly discovered
circumstances and applying what I
thought everyone believed.

Q: What was the reaction of the
Orthodox world when you
started speaking out in support
of trans rights?
A: When I started vocally
supporting trans rights, folks were
shocked and dismissive.They
ridiculed me, there were articles
written against me, there were
talks on Orthodox radio shows
questioning how such a thing can
exist... How can a rabbi just break
from party lines like this? I think it
was shocking in the beginning, but
now 50-60 articles later [the queer
and trans issue is] becoming
destigmatized. It’s been brought
out of “the closet,” so to speak. I
think that today it’s much easier
for folks to come out and talk
about who they are, and it’s easier
for people who already love them
to expand their worldview and
revisit their own prejudices.

Q: You have been quoted as
saying “Trans folks are G-d’s
folks.” Can you please expand on
this for our readers?
A: Sure I can. G-d doesn’t put extra
people in this world. G-d doesn’t
make mistakes. I think there’s a lot
in our tradition that speaks to
gender being on a level much
deeper than anything physical. It’s
still very unclear what part of
gender is a social construction,
environmental or transitory from
generation to generation, and
what part is given to us from G-d
on a soul level. We find in the 

Zohar (medieval kabbalistic text)
that when referring to one who
converts to Judaism, we refer to
them as always being Jewish, just
not having the language to
express it; I think the same is true
of someone of trans experience—
in my opinion they were always
the gender they identify with, they
just might not have had the
language to identify with it.

Q: You do a lot of activism
combating homophobia and
transphobia, both within the
Jewish community and the
world at large. In your opinion,
what will it take to truly end
homophobia?
A: I think there are two lanes of
people who are homophobic.
Firstly, those who themselves are
gay and don’t want to admit it,
and secondly, people who are
homophobic out of ignorance.
They just never met anyone who
is gay. I think the answer to both is
creating a space in society for
people to be out and where it’s no
longer scary to be gay, and
everyone knows someone who is
gay. We need to recognize that a
person’s sexual orientation is not 

Trans Folks Are 
G-d’s Folks: An
Interview with
Rabbi Mike
Moskowitz:
(full interview here!)

Y. Friedman (she/her)

https://soundcloud.com/prideandprejewdice/interview-with-rabbi-mike-moskowitz
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a choice; the reality of who
someone is attracted to is just not
a choice. What society needs to
realise is that there are gay
people in the world, and there
are gay people in all
communities. When we don’t
realise this, we force people to
be dishonest. This not only leads
to people suffering in silence, it
also leads to catastrophic
breakdowns in communal and
personal living, which in turn
forces people out of religious
communities. That is not what
religion is about; religion is all
about being in a relationship with
G-d. If we don’t create a space
where people are allowed to be
themselves in their relationship
with G-d, then there is really
nothing significant about that
relationship from G-d’s
perspective, because G-d wants
service from our true, genuine
selves.
 
Q: Let’s talk about your book
Textual Activism. What inspired
you to write this book and what
do you hope to accomplish with
it? 
A: The book is a collection of
writings, primarily from the last
year. The inspiration continues to
be meeting a void that I think
needs to be filled. I feel very
strongly that the silence, and not
just the silence—the active
homophobia and transphobia—is
something that is complicity
acceptable and ungodly, G-d
doesn’t want that! Don’t get me
wrong, there is a lot of good in
the Orthodox world, a lot of good.
We have just made some
detours. It's not meant to be so
exclusionary, it should be more
open. The book is a collection of 

what I think needs to be said about these issues about allyship and
spiritual practice. When the Torah speaks, it speaks in the present
tense, and when we push pause then we’re from a past tense. We are
doing a disservice to the people who are asking the questions and
those who are answering them. So, the book is here to address a
variety of issues as well as the trans experience within Jewish law and
LGBTQ inclusivity.
 
Q: Finally, what message or works of inspiration do you have for the
Jewish queer youth of today?
A: It does get better, so many people are working to make it better.
We want you, we need you, we love you. A person should never have
to choose between their religious identity and gender or sexual
identity. When someone tells you otherwise, all they’re doing is
restraining G-d.

There are no words that I can write that will truly do justice to Rabbi
Moskowitz. Sitting down with him for this interview was mind-opening

and life-altering, as were my other interactions with him. I hope you
appreciate this interview as much as I do. Rabbi Mike is a religiously

non-conformist rabbi. He is scholar-in-residence for trans and queer
Jewish studies at Congregation Beit Simchat Torah, and an activist for

queer and trans rights globally.   -Y. Friedman
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JQY (Jewish Queer Youth) supports and empowers LGBTQ children, teens and young
adults in the Jewish community, with a special focus on those from Orthodox,
Chassidic, and Sephardi/Mizrachi homes. JQY promotes the mental health, emotional
well-being and physical safety of these individuals by providing national crisis,
communal, and advocacy resources, as well as in-person support programming in
New York.

JQYU (JQY University) is a cross-campus network for LGBTQ Jewish college students.
JQYU serves as an umbrella community for queer Jewish campus organizations as
well as queer Jewish individual students.

WWW.JQYOUTH.ORG • INFO@JQYOUTH.ORG

CALL OUR JQY WARMLINE AT 551-JQY-HOPE (579-4673)

Have submission ideas for our newsletter?
Looking for Jewish LGBTQ+ resources on your campus?
Know of an upcoming Jewish Queer event for us to publish?
Contact us at prideandprejewdice@jqyouth.org
Subscribe to this newsletter at jqyouth.org/jqyu
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